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Or-ED

President’s roadless plan too confining for future generations

By Matt Bennett

Inthelega]paﬂameofestateplanmng,theherm
“dead-hand control” refers to one

generation’s
attempt to control the future of another from the
Fortheobmusreasonthatwecannever

tions of our actions peven generations

These environmentalists, convinced that our
generation lives at the of the next, hope
that trans-generational guilt will lead to policies
more to their liking.

No matter how charming the notion, if we
reverse the exercise and think backward seven
w'ﬂhms,' we can see the obvious shortcomings of

prohmeammmmlwwarsagohadbeen
perpetuatadunhl wouldsh]lexist,
voteaxﬁfomsta
wuuldbemtasfaataspo&ib]ehodearﬂwlandfor

And,whﬂeenwnmmentahshspomttopuﬂsﬂmt
indicate the public’s support of the roadless palicy, I
suspect taken 150 years ago would have shown
support for the above policies too: policies that now

‘Im?ﬂme illustrate is that our
ancestors could not see ﬁltm'e,andumtlwrmn
we.Wecankmwnmtherthe nor the

Setting
roadless would be a terrible mistake, tying the
tions and denying them the
freedom and the choice to make their own decizions.
In other words, we would be controlling them from
the grave,

Today, experts point out that as many as 65
million acres of our national forest are at risk from
wildfire and disease. They also point to wildlife and

lantspeuesatnskdmbotheagmgofmn-fmests.

mmostmjectthemhonﬂlatpubhc
left unmanaged.
Yet,ﬂne_prea]dent’splanmakesﬂmtnafveldeaa

Guest column

virtual certainty. For that reason, the wildlife
directors of five southern states, Tennessee included,
hﬁpubhdyexpmsedﬂnelrummmsaboutthe

'Ihlsmaysm.mdmogmdmbehue,butactua]ly
much the way the forest service does it
dent’smwplanactua]lyexcludesﬂw
pubhcﬁomﬂledeclsmnma]ung not just
this generation but for all those that follow:
If you believe that each generation deserves the
right to make its own decision, then please contact
ﬂ:eforeatsemoeattheaddressbelow’[‘ellt}mm

that you oppose the

forests.

What we need is management that
requires the U.S. Forest Service to
develop a plan every 10-15 years for
each national forest that will meet the
public’'s needs while protecting the
long-term health and condition of the

president’s roadless plan
and i) ingtead
Alternative 1, which
preserves the current

planning process.

Tell themn that future
generations should have
the freedom to choose
their options instead of
being forced to accept
ane mandated by Bill
Clinton and Al Gore.

ic's needs while
mt}wkmg-m and condition of the
Incorporating local input and sound science, these
plans would recognize that both forests and society
are dynamic and changing over time. Most of all,
these plans world refrain from giving the cwrrent

mﬁmmmblemnholoversuhs&;usntm
would be their flexibility:

The address for
comment: USDA Forest Service-CAET, Attn:
Roadless Area Proposed Rule; P.O. Box 221090; Salt
Lake City, Utah 84122. The fax number is 1-877-
703-2494, and the e-mail address is
wwwroadless.fs.fed us.
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